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population is younger than 20, 
uneducated and often hungry. A major 
international commitment to feeding 
hungry children while educating them 
would serve the world much more dura-
bly in the years ahead. 

In embracing the future, America 
must hold to its deepest ideals in this 
sea of political discontent and ally 
with rising aspirations of the dispos-
sessed and forgotten. America should 
not, as happened in Iran, be caught on 
the wrong side of an unsustainable dic-
tatorship or propping up weak regimes. 
Only broad and committed inter-
national coalitions can triumph in this 
struggle. Of three facts we are certain: 
we need our friends; America cannot 
win this battle alone; and only with 
justice will peace come.

f 

THE DEBT LIMIT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PORTER). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
SANDLIN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SANDLIN. Mr. Speaker, there is 
a phrase that famously set atop Presi-
dent Truman’s desk stating, ‘‘The buck 
stops here.’’ Mr. Speaker, looking at 
the administration’s fiscal year 2004 
budget, nothing could be further from 
the truth. 

President Truman’s phrase implies 
that real leaders have to make tough 
choices. Real leaders do not assure the 
American people that our country can 
afford a war of indeterminate length 
and massive new tax cuts simulta-
neously. In fact, the budget is nothing 
more than smoke and mirrors. Did you 
know that in spite of an imminent war, 
not one single dime, not one penny, not 
anything is budgeted for the looming 
war? That means the entire budget is 
nothing but a farce. 

Though our country’s anticipated ef-
fort to disarm Saddam Hussein and his 
weapons of mass destruction is nec-
essary, and certainly we support our 
military 100 percent in their efforts, 
any future action in Iraq which is like-
ly to come will by necessity increase 
our Federal spending and expand our 
deficit and the national debt for years 
and years and years to come. In addi-
tion to war with Iraq, which appears 
nowhere in the budget, the White 
House is pushing full steam ahead with 
its $388 billion plan to exempt dividend 
income from individual taxation. That 
may be good long-term planning and 
certainly no one supports taxing any-
thing twice; that is poor policy. But 
the question is, can we afford it right 
now today at this time in the face of 
record deficits? The only realistic out-
come of the revenue losses and in-
creased government spending included 
in the President’s budget is massive in-
creases in the national debt. In the in-
terest of bipartisanship, to quote an-
other popular former Republican Presi-
dent, Mr. Reagan, ‘‘There you go 
again.’’

Just 8 months ago, the House passed 
an increase in the statutory debt limit 

by a single vote. Now, here we go 
again, having to raise the debt limit 
for the second time in 12 months. Last 
June, Congress had to raise the debt 
limit by $450 billion, to $6.4 trillion. 
Amazingly, this increase in the debt 
limit was $300 billion less than Treas-
ury requested. Our debt is currently 
over $6 trillion and we are spending 
over $1 billion a day in interest. In 
fact, 180 of every $1,000 that east Tex-
ans send in to the government goes to 
interest payments alone. That is out-
rageous. It is unacceptable. 

Treasury and the majority party in 
the House will not even specify, will 
not tell us what their desired increase 
in the debt limit is. It is feasible it will 
be over $7 trillion. At what point? 
When will the majority realize its fis-
cal irresponsibility in burying this Na-
tion under a mountain of debt? John 
Adams said, ‘‘Facts are stubborn 
things.’’

What are the facts? Just 2 years ago, 
we had a projected budget surplus of 
$5.6 trillion. Those predictions of sur-
pluses are long gone, and they have 
been replaced with projections of defi-
cits and higher debt levels for as far as 
the eye can see. In fact, our financial 
condition changed to the worst, $8 tril-
lion in 24 months. Equally amazing is 
the fact that as a direct result of the 
President’s fiscal year 2004 budget, 
total spending in interest alone to fi-
nance the debt will increase from $332 
billion in 2002 to nearly $500 billion in 
2008. Further, the higher debt levels 
embedded in the President’s budget 
will result in $1.1 trillion more in 
spending on interest payments on the 
debt than the government projected 
just last year. That is simply a waste 
of money. 

It seems all fiscal discipline has 
blown out the window with this budget 
and any hope for our children and 
grandchildren to live in fiscally pros-
perous times. Instead, we are saddling 
future generations with accumulating 
debt payments. Just how much will a 
family have in net cash savings if this 
administration’s tax cut and budget is 
passed? If the President’s current tax 
cuts and spending plans are enacted, 
the average American family of four 
will pay approximately $6,500 a year in 
higher interest payments, far outstrip-
ping any negligible tax savings. In ad-
dition to the higher long-term interest 
rates Americans will face as a result of 
government borrowing in the capital 
markets, national priorities like 
health care, Social Security, and 
homeland security needs will be under-
funded as the Federal Government pays 
more and more and more money to fi-
nance our national debt. An exponen-
tially rising debt has consequences and 
is financed by sacrificing our seniors 
and our children, sacrificing Social Se-
curity, sacrificing Medicare, and sacri-
ficing education. 

Congress needs to hold increases in 
the debt limit to no more than $100 bil-
lion at a time until Congress and the 
White House have worked together to 

balance the unified budget by the end 
of the decade and to include PAYGO 
rules and discretionary spending caps.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HINCHEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HINCHEY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. BOSWELL) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BOSWELL addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON AGRI-
CULTURE 108TH CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to submit for printing in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD, pursuant to Rule XI, clause 
2(a) of the Rules of the House, a copy of the 
Rules of the Committee on Agriculture, which 
were adopted at the organizational meeting of 
the Committee on February 12, 2003, and 
modified on this date, February 26, 2003. 

Appendix A of the Committee Rules will in-
clude excerpts from the Rules of the House 
relevant to the operation of the Committee. 
Appendix B will include relevant excerpts from 
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974. In the 
interests of minimizing printing costs, Appen-
dices A and B are omitted from this submis-
sion. 
RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE—

108TH CONGRESS 

RULE I.—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(a) Applicability of House Rules.—(1) The 
Rules of the House shall govern the proce-
dure of the Committee and its subcommit-
tees, and the rules of the Committee on Agri-
culture so far as applicable shall be inter-
preted in accordance with the Rules of the 
House, except that a motion to recess from 
day to day, and a motion to dispense with 
the first reading (in full) of a bill or resolu-
tion, if printed copies are available, are non-
debatable privileged motions in the Com-
mittee and its subcommittees. (See Appendix 
A for the applicable Rules of the U.S. House 
of Representatives.) 

(2) As provided in clause 1(a)(2) of House 
Rule XI, each subcommittee is part of the 
Committee and is subject to the authority 
and direction of the Committee and its rules 
so far as applicable. (See also Committee 
rules III, IV, V, VI, VII and X, infra.) 

(b) Authority to Conduct Investigations.—The 
Committee and its subcommittees, after con-
sultation with the Chairman of the Com-
mittee, may conduct such investigations and 
studies as they may consider necessary or 
appropriate in the exercise of their respon-
sibilities under Rule X of the Rules of the 
House and in accordance with clause 2(m) of 
House Rule XI. 

(c) Authority to Print.—The Committee is 
authorized by the Rules of the House to have 
printed and bound testimony and other data 
presented at hearings held by the Committee 
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